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Dear Jin, Executive Session 1/22/75 3/21/75 

I was able to reac this through but once and that h&rtily when I got it yesterday# 

Again* lect u* remeiLbsr, in reaction to or in anticipation oi one of our legal 

novas* 

’.here has been too much for me to organise my thoughts on it. So 9 1 record some 
as tiey coae back rather than risk forgetting, which has become too cooraon. 

If I forget or don't have time to go into the timing and possible correlations, 

&t some point we ahiuld discuss then* It appears to me that tnere is a well-developed 
federal campaign to dump blame for all that is wrong anywehrs on the wings of the 
late saint. This transcript fits that perfectly. I a this one, note, tnsre is no single 
CIA reference although then- wac no tim« from the beginning vh a it had not been 
mentioned in these rumors. 

The trancript is neither accurate nor complete. It wad not made by a court 
reporter. Certainly the obvious thing would have bean to got Ward & Paul to do it. 

It is fairly clear to nr that thir. had basa dons within the Archives by one not laird liar 
with Warren material. Thus the misspelling of Rankin as "Rankin" throughout. I take 
thi as a misreading of Btenotypo tapes. 

One oi the gratifications to me is that Dulles 3 av exactly the Oswald role in 
Z&L FJBI aorvios I did, to use his past ana to build it up bo he could >t>nt*trate FFCC 
anc rel ted groups. In this connection, I'm fascinated that Dulles also postulates 
Oswald could h&vo served BF1 FBI in Russia, where 0 a is mere 11 a iy. 

Ford's a nrsnesr and uxtderet&nding of the improbability of Oswald's having 
genuine Communist belief bracketed with unaers tending that what Oswald vac known to 
have dene fit hi.: acting as soiieono'e agent is quite pointed, very clear. 

I suggest particular care to the -ankin ol this session as contrasted with the 
;ia»hcin of all others. *-ere he lays it out as it actually was. For the la?t ti~e 
except where he had a purpose to i.rve, 

They all know what noovor was doln 0 to them. They understood it clearly and 
spoxied it out. The passages I read sovxdag to fascinate Kckinleyino callback, »hich 
could indicate highei^levtl decision or cousins ration). Ih±3 initial understanding 
differs fro:* earlier indication of it in its explicltusso oul j • That, of course, is 
significant. But don't moke the mistake of thinking that it was this alo no t:*at 
informed tliea what -oover war up to. Aatrenbach ' t ap; eair.net; as x recall the tx’ans- 
cripts that I r.cd more than five yecrc &*;o certainly esbidied fairly full recognition 
of th. role Hoover va picking. 

This one, however. If. the turning point. They knew an they ecccpt-d, as the 
l/27 on* shows they knew what could not ana should not be* accepted only to do and 
accept only tnat viioh they knew they shoula not anu could not. 

There is a fi&r amount of dishonesty in this. I'm not sure whether it can be 
attribute, j to JO^vsr'n holding bnc* on them. The otcriee ha.: appeared lo$g before 
tide session yet they hud i^pnored tnoc. ^r© they display what can be taken as a lock 
of knowledge of what had appeared, oven of ftisaos not secret. Tua most natural t^ing 
would have been for Eankln to asi: for an immediate callback on U* n&aes. I can t 
ir.ag.ne Henry k'adc act knowing about the stories or not asking Alexander for tne names. 
Tou now know ^onnie's version ct how wall pued in Alexander was. (Hie evaluation of 
Alexander as t prosecutor is enormously oxa,^ ••ratcc an- probably reflects tneir 
friendship)) 






The* internal evidence on ..ben the tr:.n^crlpt was -u.de can lead to contra- 
dictory conclusions. 1 li ve a frunch that it was made about the tine they gave me 
the 1/27 transcript. Thera are considerations they could have hau in mine that we 
have no way of evaluating, ee ex lcitation of the attention to t be focus of the 
O'Toole book. 

1'ir incline to doubt that it was transcribed or. noon a?, t hey fot your letter 

but it is a clear pos ibility. The actual transcribing it not that big & job. kfhat 
makes me tend to doubt this is that it h&a TOP SkCHLT stamps* There would have boon 
no need for them if the transcription was cade after the decision to declassify. 

On the o '*her hana 9 they could have out thorn on and crossed thee out either because 
the original das ification oovered t ic notes or to cover tnemselvcfi. I an not 
certain, either way. 

Why release it sc fact, *hon we nake the first rtepe to#*?rd forcing it? Why 
not let us do r*ore work., aste more ticie? This aug^sts, of course, th/*t they wtnt 
it UB'Ni, one of my fo re yesterday 1 they'll see to it that it in used th« ay they 
no want, whioh can take the ed/*p off proper uses. 

If 1 && correct in this then they welcomed your lecter. with surveillance they 
coula have bo.n awaiting it. 

hy th*. way# funny things not duplicating the pact happened to cy phone lait we?k. 

1 had onou&n experience Uudi^ and repairing- r&aios as a youth to r^oo; poise these 
aa ttake-and-brt*ak sounds, typical of wiroe being connected not making -ood or 
solid conn ctions. £ince then no repetition. Perhaps there wa3 a repair being luade 
somewhere along the lire, i\o way of knowing. They are the kind of f ound:; ou # d 
expect if wires ver<= being connected t not from plugs being inserted at a switchboard. 

Fionas xeeuva her that th^y n vwr infersoj me of the cdwtence of the tUotyp- 
although 1 did request the transcript, uhi~e by itself tils may h&ve no significance 

in law combin' d vith othcra things it uny. 

As 1 told you last night it appear*: to be my d etiry to dc an enormous amount 
of work and on success to be screwed, whether by a government or a bud or a? pub- 
lisher or a fink. Sou are now port of this, I think it best that there be a* arenas* 
and as ouch acceptance as possible so that tho unvoted c-.uoqu* nce£. be reduced to 
the minimum and we bo able to oprrate as effectively ns possible. With this, while 
I've still not been able to think it through clearly, I tend toward caking proper 
use as fast s- porsible. My h inch ip to give it to ihurch and to let the city wire 
know in advance so we can be picked up on leaving* ^his mey m*an contact with burke 
harahall, I'm not certain. 1 don t know if he i * there or a consultant. R. garbles©, 
this la the right approach. We eight take a copy to Ion towards, who fell silent after 
an initial approach to me. tiot uonzalez. -lay bo Aoxug too. Or first. She also oil not 
respond. A or uiu ^oltxman. llcase things these through an., form your own opinion. I 
can bo in DC Monday by noon. This will giro the entire afternoon. I'll try to get 
sons dupli atee made today. This corning, really, when I taka Lil to vork. 

Recognize also that til a is but on* of Uj* xe juy envelopments tnat is going to 
Jam us up even more ana prevent production. * t has seen a cent suing problem ,1th n*. 

Once again I see it as meaning more of ay Internets will go oy the to&ru. 

It appears likely that the debates on amending r 1 and Rau's role may have oeen 
what may have compelled a new executive— branch approach that the need to use uoover 
an the lone goat coincides with. But the apsetro matter it, I think, pivotal. 1 tnin* 
it meant more in the executive br-^nch than that they could not withhold that parti- 
cular file fro- me. They probably took it as a declaration or a sign tn&t tney could 
no longer pull the stuff of the* past and have to behave differently. To the extent 
that disclosure serves immediate purpos^e the»y f li disclose while they'll try to with- 
hold what is most important to them, like the real epectro results. This is why 
I suggested that we consult -itfc herb. 

In any ‘'vent, thip is a changing time end we'll- do well to try to edict rxd be ready. 



